The dominos fall and war begins!

The alliance system meant that the safety of each country was guaranteed as, if one country was attacked, the rest of the countries in the alliance would come to its aid. Therefore no one would risk attacking a country; the resulting war would be unthinkable. The problem was that when Gavrilo Princip shot the Arch Duke, the unthinkable did happen. Due to the alliance system each major power was dragged into war one by one, making it a world war. It was like dominos falling, one after the other.

The Austro-Hungarians blamed the Serbians for shooting the Archduke. Austro-Hungary then threatened Serbia with war so the Serbian’s asked Russia for help, bringing them into the war. Faced with the threat from Russia, the Austro-Hungarians turned to Germany for help, bringing them into the war. An armed Germany alarmed the French who supported Russia and they were brought into the war. Britain tried for peace and guaranteed Belgium her neutrality. When Germany marched through Belgium Britain was forced to join the war and they did so on the side of their allies, France and Russia. Italy turned against her old allies and entered the war on the side of the Triple Entente.
